Ladies’ Litany
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I need to smile because I’m too beautiful to be frowning.
I need to stop swearing. Good girls don’t say bad words. I’ll never
get a man talking like that.
I need to have longer hair. Men don’t like it when girls have short
hair—it’s just not feminine! My man must hate my hair.
I need to stay thin. My man likes me how I am. No one wants to
look at a fat bitch.
I need to tell him who I’m wearing this red dress for.
I need to wear “real pants” and not leggings.
I need to show a little more skin. No man wants a prude.
I need to dress modestly. Men can’t control themselves around
women who show “too much” skin! I’m asking for it, dressing like
that.
I need to be grateful when I get catcalled. What, no thank you? Fuck
you, bitch, I just wanted to give you a compliment. I’m not some creep!
I need to reject him politely.
I need to give him my number. He just wants to be friends. My man
doesn’t let me have friends?
I need to speak quietly. Men don’t like women who are too loud. It’s
not sexy, it’s intimidating.
I need to give him a chance, because who knows… I could learn to
love him!
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I need to be smart when I go out. Don’t drink alone. Always watch
my drink get poured. Take it directly from the bartender.
I need to protect myself. Don’t walk alone at night. Carry pepper
spray. Carry a stun gun.
I need to save myself. My future husband doesn’t want a used
woman.
I need to get married soon. I’m getting to be an old maid. A woman’s
purpose is to have and raise children and care for her husband.
I need to have a baby. I’d be such a good mom. Women who don’t
have children are selfish. My mom deserves grandchildren! I’ll
change my mind when I meet the right man.
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